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INTRODUCTION 

 
 

The Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Certification Program is authorized under the 
Montana Weed Seed Free Forage Act of January 1996.  The Regional program is called the North 

American Certified Forage Program.  It has no enforcement authority aside from what 

participating states and provinces choose to give it.  

 

The purpose of the Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage (MNWSFF) is to provide forage 
products that are free of "designated" noxious weed seeds or any injurious or propagating weed 
parts.  This program, alone and in cooperation with the North American Weed Management 
Association (NAWMA) Noxious Weed Free Certification Program, provides the opportunity to 
transport forage products across county, state, and national boundaries where noxious weed 
restrictions are in effect.  The unification of standards, guidelines and form information enhances 
marketing and distribution of forage products between member states and provinces.   
 
The MNWSFF Program is a state program which supports and participates in the volunteer 
NAWMA Weed Free Forage Certification Program.  Montana rules and guidelines differ slightly 
from the NAWMA standards and the regional program has a larger number of designated noxious 
weeds.  Participation in the NAWMA program allows Montana producers to produce and transport 
certified forage products across state, and national boundaries without restrictions.  Many State and 
Federal agencies have forage-restricted areas where forage products must meet state or NAWMA 
Weed Free Forage Certification standards. 
 
The MNWSFF program maintains several components within its charge, the main areas are:  
 
1.  An educational component that assists forage producers, forage buyers, outdoor recreationalists, 
and private and public landowners who manage noxious weeds by providing training on the need 
for certified weed seed free forage and how to establish and maintain a certification program.    
 
2.  A certification component that benefits producers with a quality product.  Certification provides 
forage buyers with a marketable and transportable product and that provides the state, counties or 
districts with acceptable standards to assure a noxious weed seed free status.  
 
These programs are designed as a mechanism to reduce the introduction of state and regionally 
designated noxious weeds onto private, district, county, state, and federal lands. 

 

� CONTACT THE MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (406-444-9430) FOR 

A COPY OF THE COMPLETE SET OF ADMINISTRATIVE RULES (ARM 4.5.301) 

AND THE ACT (80-7-901, MCA). 
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MONTANA NOXIOUS WEED SEED FREE FORAGE ACT 
 
The purpose of the Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Act is to promote incentives to benefit the 
people of this state and other states by producing and making available forage free of noxious weed 
seeds.  It is designed as a tool or system to: 
 1.  Protect natural resources of the state from noxious weeds and their seeds by preventing 

new infestations the expansion of noxious weed infestations on private and government-
managed lands from adversely impacting agricultural, forest, recreational, and other lands; 

 2.  Allow the movement of agricultural crops or commodities as livestock forage and 
bedding; mulch, and related materials, including pellets, cubes, and other processed 
livestock feeds;   

 3.  Develop and implement a state noxious weed seed free forage and product program in 
cooperation with federal, state, and local government, the university system, and private 
enterprise that includes;  

• An educational program to inform all citizens of the importance of the incentive 
to market and handle forage that is free of noxious weed seeds;  

• A cooperative forage and product distribution system with federal, state, local, 
and private land manager participation to prevent increased noxious weed 
infestations;  

• And implements compliance standards for the import or export of forage, in 
cooperation with county weed districts and the Department. 

 

MONTANA NOXIOUS WEED SEED FREE FORAGE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 
The Director of the Montana Department of Agriculture (MDA) appoints an Advisory Council to 
provide advice to the Department for the administration of the program.  The Advisory Council is 
composed of ten voting members, including the Director of the MDA and two ex officio, nonvoting 
members.  The Director of the MDA or a designated person serves as the presiding officer.  
 
The members serve staggered three-year terms.  A member may not serve for more than two 
consecutive terms.  These members represent different geographical areas across the state and 
represent forage producers, processors of forage (pellet, cubes, etc.), livestock or the agricultural 
industry, county weed districts that are involved in the certification program, outfitters or guides, 
ex-officio members from Montana State University Extension Service, and the Agricultural 
Experiment Station.   
 
For a current list of the Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Advisory Council members, 
please visit the Links Menu at http://agr.mt.gov/agr/Producer/Weeds/NWSFF. 
 
 

FORAGE INSPECTION PROCEDURES FOR MONTANA 
 
The inspection process starts when the producer notifies you, the agent/inspector, and requests a 
noxious weed field inspection.  This call and the completion of the top portion of the Field 
Inspection Form is considered the annual application.  The agent/inspector is responsible for 
completing all the items.  Field Inspection Forms and other forms and materials related to the 
NWSFF program are available through the Montana Department of Agriculture, in Helena.   
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Plan to spend some time conducting the field inspection; a thorough inspection requires looking at 
the entire field.  Even if you have been there before and no weeds were found, doesn’t mean new 
weeds did not find their way into the field.  Drive-by-inspections are not allowed.  Take the 
landowner with you; they are one of the most important components of an inspection.  They don’t 
need to walk the entire field with you, but they should be there, at least before you start and when 
you have completed the inspection. You can then answer any questions they may have concerning 
the requirements that are needed to meet the certification standards.  Remember you are there to 
help the producer and be an educator as well as an inspector, the key to a good inspection is you.   
 
The producer may not want the entire field inspected for noxious weeds, so when a portion of a 
field (Field Unit) is to be certified, it must be plainly marked or separated from the uncertified 
portion by a mowed strip or flagged at least 12 feet wide, to avoid cutting and mixing the certified 
and uncertified portion at harvest.  Field units must include surrounding ditches, fencerows, roads, 
easements, rights-of-ways and buffer zones.  Buffer zones surrounding the outside edges of a field 
must be a minimum of 12 feet.  If baling equipment is not cleaned prior to harvest the first three 
small square bales or the first large round or square bale from the field cannot be certified. 
 
When you inspect the field, there are several recognized patterns to travel that should cover the area 
thoroughly.  Following a zigzag pattern provides a thorough path to find noxious weeds; what 
pattern you choose is up to you and the shape of the field.  For further reference it is helpful if you 
outline the path you choose on your field inspection.  The most thorough and least damaging 
method of inspecting a field is walking.   
 
At the time you inspect the field you should inspect areas such as stack yards, storage sheds and/or 
bins prior to stacking or filling them with certified forage.  These areas must be free of noxious 
weeds and/or noxious weed seeds.  Contaminated storage areas cannot be approved for storage of 
certified forage or the certification shall be canceled if the area is contaminated with noxious weed 
seed.   
 
To allow for scheduling, the producer should notify you at least seven days in advance of harvest to 
allow for inspections to be completed.  Hay field inspections must be made within seven days 

prior to harvest.  For fields to be certified for straw or grain, field inspections may be made 

up to two weeks (14 days) before harvest.  Fields that have been cut or harvested prior to 
inspection are not eligible for certification.  In Montana the standard range of tolerances for 
noxious weeds in certified forage is “zero” at the time of inspection.  If the field unit is certified for 
straw, the seed that is harvested from that field unit may be considered for certification.   
Combining equipment must be cleaned of any noxious weed seeds prior to harvesting the certified 
whole grain field.   
 

In terms of the Noxious Weed Seed Free rules it is permissible (however not recommended) to 
have a noxious weed plant in the field that will be harvested.  You must make certain this plant(s) 
cannot produce a viable seed before it is harvested.  If this is the case and you allow this plant to 
remain, you cannot certify this field for use outside of Montana.  You therefore, should not allow 

any noxious weeds to be present at the time of inspection.  Fields that appear weedy or 

unattractive or show poor crop practices, even though noxious weeds are not present, must 

not be certified under the certification standards.  You have the discretion and final say if the 
field can be certified.  A producer can challenge this decision and petition the Department to assign 
another inspector to re-inspect the field.  A second inspection fee will be assessed for this service.  
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If you inspect the field for the 32 Montana designated noxious weeds only, you must mark the box 
“Field Certified Forage For Montana” to indicate that the field was only inspected for Montana’s 
noxious weeds.  This means it can only claim weed free certification used in Montana.  Also, 
remember to explain to the producer that they need to check the appropriate box on the 
Transportation Certificate indicating the forage has been inspected for Montana or North American 
noxious weeds.  If the forage will be sold as a certified weed free product out of Montana then it 
must be inspected for all of the North American recognized noxious weeds, and the appropriate 
boxes of the Field Inspection Form and Transportation Certificate checked.  Note:  refer to 
Appendix A, page 21. 
 
At the time of inspection, the field should also be inspected for poisonous weeds or plants that 

can cause physical injury such as Cheatgrass (Bromus techtorum).  Such fields should not be 

certified. 
 

Field Inspection Tips 
 
Useful and/or needed items to take on a field inspection: 

� Producer/landowner - Always keep them involved 

� Field Inspection Form 
� Field map 
� GPS units 
� Camera (you may consider a disposable type) 
� Weed ID book  
� Pen/pencil 
� Notebook, or paper - (some topics you may want to write down) 

o What is the condition of the field? 
o What are the locations of weeds in the field? 
o Are there other noxious or nuisance weeds in the area and, if so, where?  

� Surveyors’ tape/ribbon or wire flags (whatever you use, make sure you have the 
 approval of the landowner). 
� Wear the appropriate clothing for the terrain you will be walking through 
� Some special types of equipment you may want to consider: 

� Sunglasses 
� Binoculars, or spotting scope 
� Insect repellant 
� Gloves 
� Pocket knife/leatherman tool or something similar 
� Snake chaps 
� Bee sting kit 
� Mesh hood (similar to what bee keepers wear) 

 
In Montana only certified inspectors designated as agents of the Department of Agriculture may 
obtain materials and forms from the Department of Agriculture.  A list of all inspectors/agents will 
be submitted annually to the Department of Agriculture for verification. 
 

NOXIOUS WEED INVENTORY SURVEY 
 
A weed survey and inventory is not required, however it is helpful for future inspections to map the 
locations of weed infestations.  Currently Montana has 32 noxious weeds that are divided into four 
categories.   
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Once the application form is received, you can use previous records, if available, to help you plan 
your inspection and to locate noxious weed infestations.  To complete the weed mapping inventory 
you can use FSA and NRCS maps or aerial photos, or USGS 7.5 minute quads or a county CAD 
program.  When you map the noxious weed infestations it is helpful if you use the established 
Montana weed mapping standards.  (Available at the Montana Department of Agriculture) 
 
Once the weed inventory survey is completed, it only needs to be updated periodically.   
Completing a weed inventory survey will pinpoint the problem areas and aid the Agent/Inspector 
when doing inspection and in certifying a field.  The inspector can then advise the producer on the 
necessary requirements to meet the certification standards 
 
PROCEDURES FOR MONTANA CERTIFICATION OF  FORAGE  

PRODUCTS (GRAIN-PELLETS-CUBES-OTHER) 
 
If certified noxious weed seed free forage (pellets-cubes-other) will be produced, an annual 
application to the Montana Department of Agriculture is required.  These are only available through 
the Helena Montana Department of Agriculture office.  Have interested producers contact Tonda 
Moon, Weed Specialist.    
 
If the source of forage is from a non-certified source there is a very specific procedure that must be 
followed.  This procedure includes grinding the forage with a specific screen size, which is then re-
pelleted using a temperature of at least 140o F or greater.  If the source of forage is from a certified 
source, there is not a requirement to use the grinding, steam or temperature requirements.  Although 
for both non-certified and certified forage, a minimum of 500 pounds of feed that is to be certified 
must pass through the system including the pelleter to purge the system.  This first 500 pounds can- 
not be considered as certified. 
 
Whole grains are certified under the Montana NWSFF program in two methods.  First, the grain 
from an inspected and certified field may be labeled as such.  Second, in January of 2003, the MDA 
NWSFF Advisory council approved the certification of mechanically cleaned grains from non-
certified fields to be labeled and sold as Montana NWSFF.  In 2004, The Montana NWSFF Rules 
were changed to reflect that decision through the office of the Secretary of State. 
 
A copy of the transportation/certification form must be retained for two years and kept on file with 
the person manufacturing the cubes or other bulk forage products.   
 
Out-of-state cubes and pellets shipped into the state must meet all of Montana’s certification  
requirements.  The Department, upon request of any person for Montana certification of their  
pellets, cubes or their bulk forage may enter into agreements with state Departments of Agriculture 
or other appropriate state agencies or provinces to verify if the pellets, cubes or bulk forage meet  
Montana certification standards.   
 
MONTANA FORAGE IDENTIFICATION AND TRANSPORTATION 
 

If a producer has chosen to use the regionally approved colored twine, only one strand of the 
approved twine needs to be used.  A COMPLETED Transportation Certificate must accompany 
the bales.  The producer needs to supply the purchaser with a COMPLETED Transportation 
Certificate.  This will allow tracking of the forage, because the Transportation Certificate includes 
where the forage was grown/harvested and the producer identification number.  Some states will 
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only allow an original Transportation Certificate and will not allow a photo-copy.  If this is the case, 
you need to tell the producer to check what that state will allow. 
  
If bales are sold in one-ton lots or less each bale must be individually identified using a 

Department approved marker.  If each bale in a load is individually marked with a numbered tag 
a Transportation Certificate is only required on BLM lands and crossing state borders.  Forage 
sold in bulk, including whole grain, must be must be accompanied by a COMPLETED 
Transportation Certificate. 
 

Producers of grain, certified pellets, cubes or other forage by-products must attach a separate label  
showing proof of certification of the contents with the following statement:  This product has been 

certified by the Montana Department of Agriculture as Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free.   
The labels will be individually numbered and available from the Montana Department of 
Agriculture, or be stamped on the bag after prior approval with the MDA. 
 

It is the responsibility of EACH PRODUCER to ensure that all certified forage products sold 

under the program are properly labeled and identified, when needed, and a Transportation 

Certificate COMPLETED before it leaves the premises. 
 

Note:  Certain States and Federal Agencies have Restricted Areas where the forage has to meet the 
North American Forage Certification Standards. 
 
FEES: 
 

Agents/inspectors are only allowed to charge the fees that are set by rule.  Refer to the Montana 
Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Act and Administrative Rules.   
 

To keep inspections consistent across the state, the NWSFF Council has set the fee charged to the 
producers.   An inspection fee of $2.50 per acre or a $25 minimum charge per field for forage 
inspection will be charged to the person for whom the forage was inspected.  However, state 
mileage and per diem rates may also be assessed by agents.   
 

You may collect the fees charged at the time of inspection or by special arrangements made for 
payment through a written agreement.  If the fee is not paid or a producer improperly pays any fee 
or assessment under the provision of 80-7-921, MCA, the Department or its authorized agent will 
not provide further services.  All completed Season Report Forms must be sent into the Department 
of Agriculture by September 15th, of each year in order for the producer to be included in the 
NWSFF producer list.  
 

If you are a government agent you must submit funds and required financial forms ($1.00 per acre 
inspected or $10.00 for ten acres or less) to the Department.  
 
At the time of inspection, certified markers are to be provided in an amount consistent with the 
production.  The agent should note this on the field inspection form, and receive payment for the 
markers at the time of the field inspection.  MDA continues to charge at cost for NWSFF markers.  
For a current list of NWSFF marker pricing, please visit 
http://agr.mt.gov/agr/Producer/Weeds/NWSFF/. 
 

As a government agent you must deposit the fees collected in an appropriate government 

account.  You also must be able to track and account for the dollars you collect.  Your records must 
include your name, amount collected, the name of each producer and amount paid, a record of the 
amount submitted to the Department, and the amount you retained.  The fees that are collected and 
retained should be used to support NWSFF activities in the county. 
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Private contractors must submit the entire fee collected to the MDA with the Vendors Invoice.  
You will be reimbursed 60%, the same as the amount retained by government agents.  To ensure 
compliance with state law, all fees collected should be submitted with the appropriate forms (field 
inspection forms and vendors invoice) to: 
 
 MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 Attn: Licensing/Registration/Certification 
 P.O. Box 200201 
 Helena, MT  59620-0201  
 

ARM 4.5.313  FEES   “(1)  An inspection fee of $2.50 per acre or a $25 minimum charge per field 
for forage inspection will be charged to the person for whom the forage was inspected.   State 
mileage and per diem rates may also be assessed by the agents.” 
“(2) (c)… The department will not require that the $1.00/acre or $10.00 minimum be charged for 
additional inspections due to weather, or other related problems, so the maximum inspection fee (if 
charged) will be $1.50/acre.” and  
“(3)  The government agent must submit $1.00 per acre or $10.00 for 10 acres or less for hay or 
straw to the department and report on a financial form provided by the department.  The funds and 
form must be submitted by September 15 of each year to ensure that the persons producing certified 
forage will be included on the NWSFF producer list.”  
 
[If you are a private contractor you must submit $2.50 for each acre inspected or a $25 minimum 
charge for ten acres or less to the Department and report on a financial form provided by the 
Department.  As a private contractor you must complete and sign a Venders Invoice. The 
Department will then process the forms and send you a check for $1.50 for each acre inspected.] 

 

 

ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY & PROHIBITED ACTS 

 
In order for forage to be considered as “Montana certified” the forage must be approved through a 
Department approved process.  Someone can’t simply say their forage is “certified” or use similar 
language that could lead someone to believe the forage is Montana noxious weed seed free forage 
when it is not. 
 
When the Department has reasonable cause to believe that a person is using forage in violation of 
any of the provisions of the Act, a written stop sale, use, or removal order may be issued to that 
person.  The forage may not be sold, used, or removed until compliance with the provisions are 
achieved.  The Department may require that the forage be sold or used only as uncertified forage or 
delivered back to the seller, or the Department may order condemnation of any forage that does not 
meet the requirements or other alternatives established by the NWSFF rules.  
 
Forage that is certified under a reciprocal agreement between the Department and another state or 
Canadian province and identified according to approved certification standards to be shipped into 
the state or shipped to another state or province must meet the requirements of the Act. 
 

All forage products used by public utilities and local, county, state, or federal agencies, 

including, but not limited to: mulches, bedding materials, and erosion control barriers, must 

be certified as noxious weed seed free.  All seeds used for reclamation purposes by public 
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utilities and local, county, state, or federal agencies must be free of noxious weed seeds and be 

certified seed. 

 

MONTANA CERTIFICATION OF AGENTS 
 
When someone is interested in becoming an Agent/Inspector, they need to complete a Department 
approved training course.  This course consists of some of the following topics:  NWSFF Act and 
Administrative Rules; field inspection techniques; completing the required forms; map reading; and 
treatment methods for weed management.   
 
State and regional certification standards and guidelines are covered.   At the end of the training 
session each Agent/Inspector must pass a written examination with a score of 80 percent or better. 
 
Once the Agent/Inspector has completed the initial certification process, the Agent/Inspector will 
receive a list of any changes in the program, an updated manual, and a NWSFF identification card 
on an annual basis prior to the growing season.  If the Agent/Inspector intentionally falsifies the 
certificate of an inspection, that inspector may lose his/her certification. 
 

IDENTIFICATION OF STATES AND PRODUCTS 

 

State identification of forage, must include the following information for ease of state and product 
identification and for tracking purposes: 
 

IDENTIFICATION OF STATE MAILING CODES 

 
STATE 

Name    Abbreviation   
 
ARIZONA    AZ 
COLORADO    CO   
IDAHO    ID 
KANSAS    KS 
MONTANA    MT 
NEBRASKA    NE 
NORTH DAKOTA   ND    
NEVADA    NV 
OREGON    OR 
SOUTH DAKOTA   SD 
UTAH     UT 
WASHINGTON   WA 
WYOMING    WY 
CANADA, ALBERTA  AB 
 
PRODUCT  

Forage Type   
Alfalfa    
Alfalfa/grass   
Grass    
Straw    
Grain/barley   
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Grain/oats   
Sainfoin   
Other forage   
Inspectors must describe other forage.  Please do not make up new product types, find the one 
closest to the product you inspected, and notify the MDA.   
 
Package Type     

Small rectangular bales   
Large rectangular bales   
Large round bales    
Small round bales    
Cubes      
Pellets      
Loose forage     
Silage      
Grain      
 

 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
These definitions apply to all rules adopted under the Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage 
Act, Title 80, Chapter 7, Part 9, MCA and for the Regional Program. 
 
AGENT - Means a person who is authorized by the Department to conduct activities under the 
Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Act. 
 
BOARD - Means a district weed board created under 7-22-2103, MCA. 
 
CUBES and other processed forage products (physical form) - Means forage harvested from a 
certified field that is compacted into large pellets. * 
 
DEPARTMENT - Means the Montana Department of Agriculture. 
 
FIELD UNIT - Means the part of a field that may be certified or which has been certified. 
 
FORAGE - Means any crop, including alfalfa, grass, small grains, straw, and similar crops and 
commodities, that is grown, harvested, and sold for livestock forage, bedding material, or mulch or 
related uses and the byproducts of those crops or commodities that have been processed into pellets, 
cubes, or related products. 
 
 
 
 
DEFINITION OF TERMS continued… 
 

GRAIN CONCENTRATE - Means a grain product which includes but is not limited to whole 
grains, intended for livestock consumption that has been cleaned of noxious weed seeds by an 
approved process, inspected by an agent, and identified under a department approved process as 
“Montana NWSFF certified”. 
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INSPECTOR - Means the Agent - a person who is certified after completing a Department 
approved certification process and is designated as an agent of the Department. 
 

MEMBERS – Means any state that agrees to abide by the minimum regional standards and 
guidelines and has representation on the advisory council. 
 

MONTANA CERTIFIED FORAGE - Means forage products from fields that meet Montana’s 
forage certification standards approved by a certified inspector or processed pellets, cubes, and 
other bulk forage products that meet the requirements of ARM 4.5.306(2) through (6). 
 

NOXIOUS WEEDS – Means the Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage certification program 
includes the noxious weeds set forth in ARM 4.5.202, 203 and 204 authorized by 7-22-21-
1(7)(a)(i), MCA. 
 

NOXIOUS WEED SEED FREE – Means that forage has an absence of noxious weed seeds within 
a standard range of variances or tolerances established by Department rule. 
 

PELLETS and OTHER PROCESSED FORAGE PRODUCTS (physical form) - Means 
agglomerated feed formed by compacting and forcing through die openings by a mechanical 
process.  If temperature is not used in the process, the forage must be from a certified field or 
certified cleaning process. * 
 

RESTRICTED AREA - Means an area designated by an agency, group or person that requires the 
use of noxious weed seed free forage. 
 

*Definition for cubes and pellets taken from the 1995 official publication or the Association of American Feed Control Officials, Inc. 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR COMPLETING NOXIOUS WEED SEED FREE FORAGE FORMS 
 

PRINT LEGIBLY! 
 

NOTE:  The forms have been updated for simplification and clarification.  Please record the 
numbers of any old forms on file, notify the Department, and destroy them.  Samples of the new 
Field Inspection Form (FIF) and Transportation Certificate (TC) follow. 
 
APPLICATION AND FIELD INSPECTION FORM     (annual application--see Page 15) 

1. When the producer calls or notifies you in writing and wants you to certify their forage as 
noxious weed seed free, this is considered their annual application.  Often, this is 
simultaneous with the field inspection, and is the same form.  At this time you must 
complete the top portion of the form (the items above the map block).  Don’t forget to sign 
the form in the “Agent Signature” block.  It is permissible to let the producer complete this 

portion, but remember it is YOUR responsibility to see that it is completed and legible.  The 
producer # is assigned by you, the agent, and can be the same year after year.  This should 
be a three digit number (example: 005).  If there is more than one agent in the county, 
communicate with each other to avoid duplication of numbers assigned.      

2. The remainder of the form must be completed by the agent at the time of inspection of each 
field unit.  Give the white or first copy to the producer, keep the yellow copy in your files, 
and return the pink copy to the Department.  Remember that this form has three copies and 
the pink copy that is sent to the Department needs to be readable.  

3. Areas such as stack yards, storage sheds and/or bins must be inspected at the same time as 
the field and/or fields prior to stacking or filling them with certified forage; there is a check 
off on the form for that.  
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4. If the field will be inspected for the regional standards--North American Weed Management 
Association (NAWMA) or other state/province please check the appropriate box, and/or 
make a comment.   

5. If any part of the field unit, stack yards, storage sheds and/or bins are not certified then you 
must document the problems.  Use a separate piece of paper that is attached to the original 
and each copy if you need more room.  If you make a mistake on a field inspection form that 
can not be corrected, write void in the map block and return all three copies to the Montana 
Department of Agriculture when you send in any pink copies and fees. 

6. Refer to the back of the pink form for a check list of Montana and NAWMA listed noxious 
weeds.  In the weeds present/comments section in the map box, you can use abbreviations, 
as long as they are reasonable and not a possible duplicate—for example CT would serve for 
Canada thistle, but also for Common tansy.  Checking the box on the back of the form will 
help avoid confusion. 

7. IMPORTANT!  In order for a producer to be included in the annual NWSFF Producer List 
you must get permission from them. There is a check box on the Field Inspection Form. 

 
TRANSPORTATION CERTIFICATE  (See Page 16) 
 

Note:  Please make every effort to instruct the producer concerning the Transportation Certificate 
(TC).  It is an essential part in the chain of NWSFF certification. 
 

1. The information on the TC is, for the most part, required by rule. 
2. Record the information you can on the TC (producer name, and if the forage is certified for 

NAWMA as well as Montana standards, for example) and retain the pink copy for your 
records.    

3. Instruct the producer to completely fill out the remainder of the form prior to giving 

the buyer the original.  The producer (seller) must retain the yellow copy for their records. 
4. Specify marker type.  Noting the marker numbers (tag#) on the TC can greatly assist in 

tracking, but is not required by law. 
5. A Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage (NWSFF) Transportation Certificate or a photo copy 

must be in the possession of the vehicle driver or the transporter of such forage products in a 
restricted area or while traveling through such areas if each bale is not individually marked.  
If forage is transported (as certified weed free) across state lines, or onto BLM lands, a TC is 
required in addition to the marker. 

 
SECOND AND THIRD PARTY SALES  (See Page 16) 
 
1. Bales or bulk forage sold by a producer to a second party (such as a retail outlet) for resale 

must be accompanied by the original Transportation Certificate.  The second party (or retail 
outlet) will photocopy the original Transportation Certificate and provide this photocopy 
plus a receipt to third party buyers of the bales or forage.  Please instruct the producers to be 
very clear regarding this when they sell certified forage, and the buyer intends to break up 
the lot, or re-sell it. 

 
 

 

SEASON REPORT  Due on September 15th of each year.  (See Page 17)   
 

1. List each producer and all the information that is requested on the report form.  It is 
 acceptable to enter the total amounts for each producer on one line if there is sufficient 
 room. 
2. Producer name, address and telephone number.  Please include the ZIP Code Number. 
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3. These numbers can be different because some of the acres that were inspected may not have 
 been certified. 
4. The inspection fee due to you from the producer is calculated by multiplying the total acres 

inspected times $2.50.  (The electronic form will do this for you.) 
5. To calculate the inspection fee due the state by you, multiply the total acres inspected times 

$1.00. 
6. Enter the amount charged to the producer for NWSFF marker (twine or tags). 
7. Estimate the tons harvested. 
8. Enter the product type. Please use only the codes listed in the NWSFF Rules. 
9. Enter the package type. 
10. Sign your name. 
11. Enter the date the form was completed. 
12. Enter the county you (the agent) work in. 
 

The purpose of the season report is to have a uniform system with which to develop the Annual 
Producer List, and to evaluate the NWSFF program.  The form is in Excel, and use of this electronic 
form is encouraged.  If you do not have the means to fill the form out electronically, make copies, 
use as many lines as you need, and please WRITE LEGIBLY! 
 

TWINE INVENTORY        Due at the end of the season. 
 

Most counties store and distribute the NWSFF certified marker twine.  It is essential to keep 
accurate records of this.  The twine inventory form will be provided to you  electronically, and can 
be returned to the Montana Department of Agriculture as an attachment to an e-mail, or print the 
form out, fill it in as the season progresses, and mail in to the department at the end of the season. 
 
 

20XX NWSFF Twine Inventory 
COUNTY:   _________    

                                          
STARTING 

INVENTORY _________     

Date # of Boxes Producer Name 
marker fee 
collected 

        

        

        

        

        

        

total boxes: 0 total marker fees collected: $0.00 
    

Total boxes stored for the 20XX season  _____________ 

                                                                  
 

           Application and Field Inspection Form 

FIELD INSPECTION 
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           MONTANA CERTIFICATION OF 
            NOXIOUS WEED SEED FREE FORAGE 

 

  Producer’s signature: ____________________________Telephone No. ____________ 
  Producer’s name & address: (both physical and mailing) 
  ________________________________________        Date application received 
  ________________________________________        by agent: ____________ 
  ________________________________________ 
 

  Producer Identification Number:  MT-_______-______________-____________ 
                                                                                            County (#)           Producer #                       Year 
 

  Agent Signature ________________________________     County ______________  
 
  The PRODUCER is responsible for notifying the INSPECTOR/AGENT at least 7 days in advance of forage harvest or 14 days for straw.  

                  
  

  NORTH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________refer to back of pink copy for weed check list__________________ 
 

Montana noxious weeds present: 
 

NAWMA noxious weeds present:                                                                 Irrigated field? 
 

Other weeds and comments:                                                                               �  yes 
                                                                                                                             �  no                                                              

                                                                                     

 
Stack Yard/Bin  Weed Seed Free 

o Approved 

o Not Approved 
 

Date Inspected: ______________ 
 

Approximate cut date:  ________ 
 

Acres Inspected: _____________ 
 

Acres Certified: ______________ 
 

Amount Due:$_______________ 
 

Amount Paid: $______________ 
 

Estimated Tons: _____________ 
 

Forage Type:  _______________ 
 

Package Type:  ______________ 
 

Marker Type:  _______________ 
 

Marker Quantity: _____________ 
 

Amount Due:$_______________ 
 

Amount Paid: $______________ 
 
TOTAL PAID $______________ 
 

Check #  ___________________ 
 

Agent ID #  :   _______________ 
 

Field NAWMA (regional) certified?   
             �  yes 
             �  no 

WHITE COPY TO PRODUCER, YELLOW TO AGENT, 
& PINK (with check for appropriate fees) TO MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 

                                              P.O. Box 200201, Helena, MT  59620-0291        (406) 444-7819                                         4/10 

Field description: 
 

Field map 

Permission to publicize in 
NWSFF Producer List:     

   � YES   � NO 
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….back of application and inspection form 
 
 
 
 

Montana Noxious Weeds 
 
� Blueweed (Echium vulgare) 
� Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) 
� Common tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) 
� Curlyleaf pondweed (P. crispus) 
� Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) 
� Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa) 
� Dyers woad (Isatis tinctoria) 
� Eurasian watermilfoil (M.spicatum) 
� Field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis) 
� Flowering rush (Butomus umbellatus) 
� Hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana) 
� Houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale ) 
� Japanese knotweed (Polygonum spp.) 
� Leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula) 
� Meadow hawkweed complex (H. spp.) 
� Orange Hawkweed (H.aurantiacum L.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
� Oxeye-daisy (C. leucanthemum L.) 
� Perenial Pepperweed  (L. latifolium) 
� Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria, etc). 
� Rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea) 
� Russian knapweed (Centaurea repens) 
� Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius)      
� Spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe) 
� St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum)  
� Sulfur (Erect) cinquefoil (Potentilla recta)  
� Tall buttercup (Ranunculus acris L.) 
� Tamarisk [Saltcedar] (Tamarix spp.) 
� Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobea L.) 
� Whitetop or Hoary cress (Cardaria draba) 
� Yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus) 
� Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis) 
� Yellow toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) 

Additional NAWMA Listed Noxious Weeds 
 
� Absinth wormwood (Artemisia absinthium)  
� Bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon)  
� Buffalobur (Solanum rostratum)  
� Common burdock (Arctium minus) 
� Common crupina (Crupina vulgaris)  
� Hemp (marijuana) (Cannabis sativa)  
� Henbane, Black (Hyoscyamus niger) 
� Horsenettle (Solanum carolinense)  
� Johnsongrass (Sorghum halepense)  
� Jointed goatgrass (Aegilops cylindrica) 
� Meadow knapweed (Centaurea pratensis) 
� Matgrass (Nardus stricta)  
� Medusahead (T.  caput-medusae)  
� Milium (Milium vernale)  
� Musk thistle (Carduus nutans)  
� Perennial sorghum (Sorghum almum)  

� Perennial sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis)  
� Plumeless thistle (Carduus acanthoides)  
� Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum)  
� Puncturevine (Tribulus terrestris)  
� Quackgrass (Agropyron repens)  
� Scentless chamomile (Anthemis arvensis)  
� Scotch thistle (Onopordum acanthium)  
� Sericea Lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneata)  
� Silverleaf nightshade (S. elaeagnifolium)  
� Skeletonleaf bursage (A. tomentosa)  
� Squarrose knapweed (Centaurea virgata)  
� Syrian beancaper (Zygophyllum fabago) 
� Toothed spurge (Euphorbia dentata)   
� Wild oats (Arena fatua)  
� Wild proso millet (Panicurn miliaceum)
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE --PO BOX 200201--HELENA, MT 59620-0201-- (406) 444-7819 
 

Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage 

TRANSPORTATION CERTIFICATE 
This forage meets the Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage requirements of: 

 

  Montana Department of Agriculture    □ 
  North American Weed Management Association □ 
 
  Producer Information:     Product Information: 
  Name  _____________________________   Type/package of Forage  ____________ 
  Address  ___________________________   Marker: TWINE ___  TAG ___  LABEL ___ 
      ___________________________   TAG #s  __________ to  _____________ 
  Producer Identification Number    Tonnage Transported  ______________ 
  ___________________________________   Date of Sale  ______________________ 
 

  Seller’s Signature  _______________________________________ 
 

  NWSFF Inspector Name and Number  __________________________________________________ 
 

  Buyer Information: 
  Name  _____________________________   Address  ___________________________ 
            ___________________________ 
  Driver’s Signature  ________________________________________ 
 

  *Third party buyers must have a photocopy of the original transportation certificate when 
  transporting or storing NWSFF certified products. 
     The white copy is to be given to the buyer, the yellow stays with seller; the  NWSFF agent keeps pink for record.     4/08 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AGENT CERTIFICATION CARD           [subject to stylistic changes] 
 

 

AGENT IDENTIFICATION CARD 

Montana Department of Agriculture 

Helena, MT 59620-0201 

Telephone Number (406) 444-2944 

AGENT CERTIFICATION 

 

This certifies that:__________________________________is authorized to 

perform agent and inspection duties delegated by the Department under authority 

  of the Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Act. 

 

Agent ID Number:                               Valid Through:__________________                

 
        _____________________________________________________________DIRECTOR    

 

T_______
_ 
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           MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
             NOXIOUS WEED SEED FREE FORAGE PROGRAM 

                  20XX SEASON REPORT 
TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION                            P.O. BOX 200201 - Helena, MT 59620-0201 - Phone (406) 444-7891 

DATE 
PRODUCER NAME & ADDRESS (both physical and mailing),        

ZIP CODE       TELEPHONE NUMBER       e-mail 

NUMBER OF 
ACRES 

CERTIFIED 

NUMBER OF 
ACRES 

INSPECTED 

INSPECTION FEE 
COLLECTED                   

($2.50 PER ACRE) 

AMOUNT DUE THE 
STATE                    

($1.00/ACRE) 

ID MARKER 
COSTS 

APPROX TONS 
HARVESTED 

PRODUCT 
TYPE 

PACKAGE TYPE 

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

        $0.00 0         

Total for the hay season 0 0 $0.00 $0.00 0 0     

THIS FORM IS IN EXCELL, IT WILL DO COMPUTATIONS ELECTRONICALLY AND ALLOWS EXTENTION OF THE ADDRESS PORTION. 

Hard copies may be made and used; use as many address lines as necessary.      
 
 
Signature of 
Agent:____________________________________ Date:   County:     
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Markers indicating certification 
in the Montana Department of Agriculture 

 

Montana NWSFF program 
 
 
 

Tag, twine, and label…… 
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North American Weed Free Forage Program 
(Formerly REGIONAL WEED FREE FORAGE) 

MINIMUM CERTIFICATION STANDARDS 
  
Revised 1-24-97, 9-16-97, 8-9-99, 10-30-02, 10-20-03, 9-21-04, 10-5-05, 10-18-06 
  
INTRODUCTION 
  
There is a growing demand in North America for the use of certified weed free forage and mulch 
as a preventative program in integrated Weed Management Systems to limit the spread of 
noxious weeds. The goal of this standard is to provide a guideline to set minimum requirements 
for uniform participation of the various provinces and states in the program. 
  
The standards are designed 

• to provide some assurance to all participants that forage certified through this program 
meets a minimum acceptable standard.  

• to provide continuity between the various provinces and states in the program.  

• to limit the spread of noxious weeds through forage and mulch.  
  

MINIMUM STANDARDS 
 

Forage shall be free of those noxious weeds or undesirable plant species identified in 
Appendix A and those weed declared noxious within the state of origin. 
  
1. Forage shall be inspected in the State/Province of origin by proper officials or authority. 
  
2. Forage shall also be inspected in the field of origin (field shall include surrounding ditches, 

fence rows, roads, easement, rights-of-way, or a buffer zone surrounding the field.) 
  
3. Field shall be inspected prior to cutting or harvesting by the proper officials or authority. 
  
4. Forage which contains any noxious weeds, or undesirable plant species, as identified in 

Appendix A, may be certified if the following requirements are met: 
 

        a. Field upon which the forage was produced was treated to prevent seed formation or 
seed ripening to the degree that there is no danger of dissemination of the seed, or any 
injurious portion thereof from such noxious weeds, or undesirable plant species, or the 
propagating parts of the plant are not capable of producing a new plant. 

 

        b. Noxious weed(s) or undesirable plant species was treated not later than rosette to bud 
stage, or boot stage for grass species classified as weeds, prior to cutting or harvesting. 

 

        c. Treatment method can include but is not limited to: 1) burning, 2) mowing, cutting or 
roguing, 3) mechanical methods, or 4) chemicals. 
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Minimum standards, cont.  

5. An inspection certificate (Appendix B) shall document that the above requirements have been 
met (1..4) based upon a reasonable and prudent visual inspection as outlined in Appendix E 

  
6.  Interstate shipment of forage shall be accompanied by an original transit certificate (Appendix 

C) issued by proper officials or authority in the state/province of origin. Shipments into 
restricted areas not accompanied by the proper transit certificate may be rejected. Use of the 
standard North American certification marking is recommended (Appendix D). 

  
7.  Pellets and pelleted milled feeds may be certified in the field or may be certified based on 

official testing by a state/province seed lab for weed seed viability. Proof of results shall be 
submitted to the State/Province Department of Agriculture. 

  
8.  Using a transit certificate or certification marking for forage from fields other than the one 

specified shall constitute a violation of the North American Weed-Free Forage Standards and 
local authorities may take actions. 

  
Disclaimer: North American Forage Certification Standards may not meet the forage quality 
standards adopted by the Hay Marketing Task Force of the American Forage and Grassland 
Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Attached as part of the North American forage certification standards is the North American 
Designated Noxious Weed list (Appendix A). For additional information, contact the North 

American Weed Management Association, Phone: 970-8871228; Fax: 970-8879560. 
  
Appendix A:   North American Designated Noxious Weed List or Undesirable Plant Species List 
Appendix B:   Inspection Certificate Standards 
Appendix C:   Transit Certificate Standards 
Appendix D:   Certification Markings 
Appendix E:   Field Inspection Standards 
Appendix F:   Definitions 
Appendix G:   Amendments To The North American Weed List 
: 
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Appendix A: North American Noxious Weed List 

  
Revised: 1-24-97, 4-20-97, 9-16-97, 10-30-02, 10-05-05 
  

North American Weed Free Forage Certification Standards 
 Designated Noxious Weed List   or 

Undesirable Plant Species List 
  
Absinth wormwood (Artemisia absinthium) ND, WA, [P] [F]  
Bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon) UT [P] [F] 
Buffalobur (Solanum rostratum) ID, OR, WA [A] [N or F] 
Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) AB, ID, KS, MT, NE, ND, NV, OR,SD, UT, WA, WY  
[P] [F] 
Common burdock (Arctium minus) AB, WY [B] [F] 
Common crupina (Crupina vulgaris) ID, MT, OR, SD, WA [A] [F]  
Common tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) AB, WA, WY, MT [P] [F] 
Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria dalmatica) AB, ID, MT, NV, OR, SD,WA, WY [P] [F] 
Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa) AB, CO, ID, MT, NV, OR, SD,UT, WA, WY [B or P] 
{F] 
Dyers woad (Isatis tinctoria) ID, MT, OR, UT, WA, WY [A or B or P] [F] 
Field bindweed (Convolvulus arvensis) AB, KS, ND, MT, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY [P] [F] 
Hemp (marijuana) (Cannabis sativa) ND [A] [F] 
Henbane, Black (Hyoscyamus niger) AB, ID, WA [A or B] [F] 
Hoary cress (Cardaria spp.) AB, ID, KS, MT, ND, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY [P] [F] 
Horsenettle (Solanum carolinense) NV [P] [N]  
Houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale) WA, WY [B] [F]  
Johnsongrass (Sorghum halepense) ID, KS, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, MT [P] [F] 
Jointed goatgrass (Aegilops cylindrica) ID, WA, [A] [F] 
Leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula) AB, CO, ID, KS, MT, NE, ND, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY [P] 
[F] 
Matgrass (Nardus stricta) ID, OR [P] [F] 
Meadow knapweed (Centaurea pratensis) ID, OR, WA [P] [F]  
Medusahead (Taeniatherum caput-medusae) NV, OR, UT [A] [F]  
Milium (Milium vernale) ID [A] [F] 
Musk thistle (Carduus nutans) AB, ID, KS, NE, ND, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY [B] [F] 
Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) ID, WA, MT [P] [F]  
Oxeye daisy (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum) AB, WA, WY, MT [P] [F]  
Perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium) ID, ND, OR, SD, UT WA, WY, MT [P] [F] 
Perennial sorghum (Sorghum almum) UT [P] [F] 
Perennial sowthistle (Sonchus arvensis) AB, ID, ND, NV, SD, WA, WY [P] [F] 
Plumeless thistle (Carduus acanthoides) NE, SD, WA, WY [A or B] [F] 
Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum) ID, NV, OR, WA [B] [F]  
Puncturevine (Tribulus terrestris) ID, WA [A] [F] 
Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria ) AB, ID, MT, OR, SD, WA, WY [p] [F] 
Quackgrass (Agropyron repens) AB, KS, OR, UT, WY [P] [F] 
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Appendix A: North American Noxious Weed List, cont. 

 
Rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea) ID, MT, OR, SD, WA [P] [F] 
Russian knapweed (Centaurea repens) AB, CO, ID, KS, MT, ND, NV, SD, UT, WA, WY [P] 
[F] 
Scentless chamomile (Matricaria perforata or M. milaceum) AB [P] [F] 
Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) ID, WA [P] [F] 
Scotch thistle (Onopordum acanthium) ID, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY [B][F] 
Sericea Lespedeza (Lespedeza cuneata) KS [P] [F] 
Silverleaf nightshade (Solanum elaeagnifolium) ID, OR, WA [P] [Nor F] 
Skeletonleaf bursage (Ambrosia tomentosa) ID, WA, WY [P] [N or F]  
Spotted knapweed (Centaurea maculosa) AB, CO, ID, MT, ND, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY [B or P] 
[F] 
Squarrose knapweed (Centaurea virgata) OR, UT [P] [F] 
St. Johnswort (Hypericum perforatum) MT, NV, OR, SD, WA [P] [F] 
Sulfur cinquefoil (Potentilia recta) MT [P] [F] 
Syrian beancaper (Zygophyllum fabago) ID, WA [P] [F] 
Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) ID, OR, WA, MT [B or P] [F] 
Toothed spurge (Euphorbia dentata) ID [A] [N or F] 
Wild oats (Avena fatua) AB, WY [A] [F] 
Wild proso millet (Panicum miliaceum) OR, WY [A] [F] 
Yellow hawkweed (Hieracium pratense) ID, WA [P] [F]  * see Meadow hawkweed for MT 

Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis) AB, ID, MT, NV, OR,SD, UT, WA [A] [F] 
Yellow toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) AB, ID, OR, SD, WA, WY, MT [P] [F] 
 
 
  
Forage (feed, hay, straw or mulch) will be inspected in the field or origin (field will include 
ditches, fence rows, roads, easement, right-of-way, or buffer zone, surrounding the field). Field 
will be inspected for the fifty-four (54) weed species listed above prior to cutting or harvesting. 
  
[A] Annual  [B] Biennial    [P] Perennial     [N] Native   [F] Foreign Origin 
  

  
 

Appendix B: Inspection Certificate Standards  

 
Revised 1-24-97, 10-30-02 
  
Certificate' of Inspection Minimum Requirements: 
  
1.  State agency information (address and phone number). 
2.   County agency information (address and phone number). 
3.   Inspection Certificate numbering system. 
4.   Producer name, address, and phone number. 
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Appendix B: Inspection Certificate Standards, cont. 

 
5.   Legal description of property being inspected or field number. 
6.   Acres inspected. 
7.   Package/Bale size. 
8.   Number of bales or tonnage. 
9.   Commodity/Forage type. 
10. "Meets North American Standards" statement. 
11. Inspection date. 
12. Inspector signature. 
13. Comment section. 
 

Appendix C: Transit Certificate Standards 
 

Revised 1-24-97, 10-20-03  
 

Transit Certificate Minimum Requirements: 
 

1.  State agency information (address and phone number). 
2.  County agency information (address and phone number). 
3.  Transit Certificate numbering system. 
4.  Transporter name, address, phone number. 
5.  Consignee name, address, phone number. 
6.  Specific destination. 
7.  Reference to Inspection Certificate number. 
8.  Comments section. 
9.  Commodity/Forage type. 
10  Package/bale size. 
11  Number of bales or tonnage. 
12  Type of Certification Marking used. 
13  Issuer signature, Title, and phone number. 
14  Issue Date 

15  Statement: "0nly original are accepted". 
   

Appendix D: Certification Marking 
  
Revised 1-24-97, 10-30-02, 10-20-03, 5-15-08 
 

A. Special purple and yellow colored twine as approved by NAWMA. 
 

B. Galvanized baling wire. 
 

C. Forage Tag Minimum Requirements: 
    1.  The words - "North American Weed Free Forage Certification Program". 
    2.  A number system (for tracking purposes). 
    3.   Province/state of issue. 
    4.   Province/state telephone number (responsible official). 
    5.   A statement that the product is "Certified to the North American Standards". 
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Appendix E: Field Inspection Standards 

  
Revised 1-24-97 
  
Minimum Guidelines For Field Inspections: 
  
The inspector will follow the following inspection procedures: 
  
1.  There shall be a minimum of two entry points per field. 
2.  There shall be minimum of one entry point per each 10 acres. 
3.  Each point of entry shall be at least 150 feet into the field, and each additional 150 feet 

traveled shall constitute an entry point. Travel shall be uninterrupted, proceeding through the 
field being inspected. 

4.  The entire field border shall be walked or driven. 
5.  Fields shall be inspected within 10 days prior to harvest. 
6.  The storage area shall also be inspected and meet the standards. 
7.  An inspector may not inspect fields of which said inspector has ownership/financial interest. 

  
Appendix F: Definitions 

 

Revised 1-24-97, 10-30-02, 5-15-08 
  

1.   Certification Markings - tags, purple and yellow colored twine, and galvanized wire. 
2.   Cubes - hay harvested with equipment which forms the hay into small compact self-binding 

units.  These are not considered pellets as defined in this document and therefore the field of 
origin must be certified. 

3.   Forage - hay, straw, mulch, cubes, feed grain and pellets. 
4.   Noxious Weeds - those weeds including any weed seed or propagative plant parts, designated 

by the North American Weed Free Forage Committee. 
5.   Pellets - agglomerated feed formed by compacting and forcing through die openings by a 

mechanical process. If heat is not used in the process, the field of origin must be certified. 
6.  Proper official/authority 
    A. Representative of that State's Dept. of Agriculture 
    B. Weed Supervisor or Weed Superintendent 
    C. University Extension Agent 
    D. An individual designated by that State's law or regulations. This individual will be trained 

and certified in accordance with the state's/province's standard operating procedures. 
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Appendix G: Amendments To The North American Weed List. 

  
Revised 9-16-97, 10-30-02 
  
The following procedures should be followed for the addition or deletion of species to the 
North American Weed List. 
  
Criteria for species considered for the North American list. 
  
1.  Identified as a problem or potential problem by a state/ province. 
2.  A petition be sent to the WFF committee from a state/ province Department of 

Agriculture or other authority for noxious weeds requesting listing to the North 
American Weed List. (Petition should contain a risk assessment with information on 
impacts to natural resources and forage resources at state/province and/or regional 
level). 

  
Species considered for deletion should show why the species is no longer a problem 
using criteria of #2 above. 
  
Procedures for listing a species. 
  
1.  Petitioner send copy of the request to add or delete a species to the WFF Committee 

chairman 90 days before the WFF Committee Meeting. 
2.  Request should include a risk assessment on impacts to natural resources and forage 

resources, a description of the plant and 3 color slides (Kodachrome 64 if possible). 
3.  The WFF Committee Chairman will mail information packets to committee members 

60 days in advance of the committee meeting. 
4.  The proposed species should be listed in the NAWMAlogue and also on the NAWMA 

Home Page before the committee meeting.  Comments will be sent to the WFF 
chairperson for review prior to committee meetings. 
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List of some useful informational sources: 

 

Books 
 
Weeds of the Northern US and Canada 
Weeds of the West 
Weeds of the Prairies 
Nebraska Weeds 
Weeds of Eastern Washington 
South Dakota Weeds 
Plants of Southern Interior of British Columbia and the Inland Northwest 
Northwest Weeds - The Ugly and Beautiful Villains of Fields, Gardens, and Roadsides 
All About Weeds 
 

Web sites 

 
Montana Department of Agriculture ASD  agr.state.mt.us/programs/asd/asd.html 
Montana Weed Control Association  mtweed.org/ 
War On Weeds (Whitehall School)  mtwow.org/ 
Invaders Database  invader.dbs.umt.edu/ 
Montana Natural Heritage Program   nris.state.mt.us/mtnhp/index.html  (under construction) 

University of Illinois  library.uiuc.edu/vex/toxic/comlist.htm 
University of Illinois (line drawings)  ag.uiuc.edu/~vista/html_pubs/WEEDS/83.html 
Texas A&M  csdl.tamu.edu/FLORA/b98/check98.htm 
Weed Science Society of America  www.wssa.net 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension  http://njaes.rutgers.edu/weeds 
Alberta, Canada  www.inspection.gc.ca/english/plaveg/plavege.shtml 
British Columbia, Canada   http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/weedguid/weedguid.htm 
Poisonous Plants  res.agr.ca/brd/poisonpl/poisworld.html 
Canadian Poisonous Plants Information System  www.cbif.gc.ca/pls/pp/poison 

Cornell University  ansci.cornell.edu/plants/alphalist.html 
USDA  http://plants.usda.gov.java/noxiousDriver 
North American Weed Management Association  www.nawma.org 
Purdue University  http://vet.purdue.edu/depts/addl/toxic/bytox1.htm 
 
 

 
 
 


